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The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern
for social justice. Its members have often taken forthright posi-
tions on controversial issues involving Christian principles. Early
Methodists expressed their opposition to the slave trade, to smug-
gling, and to the cruel treatment of prisoners.
A social creed was adopted by The Methodist Episcopal
Church (North) in 1908. Within the next decade similar state-
ments were adopted by The Methodist Episcopal Church, South,
and by The Methodist Protestant Church. The Evangelical United
Brethren Church adopted a statement of social principles in 1946
at the time of the uniting of the United Brethren and The Evan-
gelical Church. In 1972, four years after the uniting in 1968 of The
Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church,
the General Conference of The United Methodist Church adopted
a new statement of Social Principles, which was revised in 1976
(and by each successive General Conference). The Social Principles,
while not to be considered church law, are a prayerful and thoughtful
effort on the part of the General Conference to speak to the human 
issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and 
theological foundation as historically demonstrated in United 
Methodist traditions. They are a call to faithfulness and are intended 
to be instructive and persuasive in the best of the prophetic spirit. 
The Social Principles are a call to all members of The United 
Methodist Church to a prayerful, studied dialogue of faith and 
practice. 

PROPOSED CHANGES:

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES
PREFACE

The United Methodist Church, including its predecessor bodies, has 
a long and rich history of concern for social justice. Its members 
have often taken forthright positions on controversial issues 
involving Christian principles. In addition to carrying out acts of 
mercy, Methodism’s founder, John Wesley, spoke out against the 
abuse of animals, the exploitation of poor people, and the treatment 
of human beings as chattel. Following in Wesley’s footsteps, some 
early Methodists expressed their opposition to the slave trade, to 
smuggling, and to the cruel treatment of prisoners. Similarly, the 
United Brethren strongly condemned slavery. In 1908, The 
Methodist Episcopal Church (North) was the first denomination to
adopt a Social Creed, which called for “equal rights and complete 
justice for all men in all stations of life.” Within the next decade 
similar statements were adopted by The Methodist Episcopal Church
(South) and by The Methodist Protestant Church. The Evangelical 
United Brethren Church adopted a statement of Social Principles in 
1946 at the time of the uniting of The United Brethren and The 
Evangelical Church. In 1972, four years after the uniting in 1968 of 
The Methodist Church and The Evangelical United Brethren Church,
the General Conference of The United Methodist Church adopted a 
new statement of Social Principles, which was revised in 1976 and 
by each successive General Conference. In 2008, the General 
Conference added a Social Creed companion litany. The Social 
Principles are not church law. Instead, they represent the prayerful 
and earnest efforts of the General Conference to speak to issues in 
the contemporary world from a sound biblical and theological 
foundation that is in keeping with the best of our United Methodist 
traditions. The Social Principles are thus a call to faithfulness and to 
social engagement and intended to be instructive and persuasive in 
the best of the prophetic spirit. Moreover, they challenge all 
members of The United Methodist Church to engage in deliberative 



reflection and encourage intentional dialogue between faith and 
practice. (See ¶ 509.) The Social Principles are also a living 
document. In recognition of the important changes that have taken 
place in The United Methodist Church over the past 50 years,
including significant developments in Africa, Europe and the 
Philippines, the 2012 General Conference mandated that the Social 
Principles be revised to increase their theological grounding, 
succinctness and global relevance. To accomplish this task, the 
General Board of Church and Society initially sought input and 
advice through consultations held in each of the five U.S. 
Jurisdictions and a majority of the Central Conferences. The initial 
draft of the revised Social Principles was developed by six writing 
teams, whose members reflected the broad diversity of the church. 
Following this, an Editorial Revision Team perfected additional 
drafts, based on feedback received via online surveys, extensive 
consultations with central and annual conferences, and comments 
solicited from United Methodist scholars, bishops, church bodies 
and leaders across the denomination. Special Editorial Notes 
Throughout the Social Principles, the term “we” refers specifically 
to the General Conference and more broadly to members of The 
United Methodist Church. Unless otherwise stated, the term 
“church” refers specifically to The United Methodist Church rather 
than, for example, the Church Universal.



PREAMBLE
We, the people called United Methodists, affirm our faith in
God our Creator and Father, in Jesus Christ our Savior, and in the
Holy Spirit, our Guide and Guard. We acknowledge our complete 
dependence upon God in birth, in life, in death, and in life eternal. 
Secure in God’s love, we affirm the goodness of life and confess our 
many sins against God’s will for us as we find it in Jesus Christ. We 
have not always been faithful stewards of all that has been 
committed to us by God the Creator. We have been reluctant 
followers of Jesus Christ in his mission to bring all persons into a 
community of love. Though called by the Holy Spirit to become new
creatures in Christ, we have resisted the further call to become the 
people of God in our dealings with each other and the earth on 
which we live. We affirm our unity in Jesus Christ while 
acknowledging differences in applying our faith in different cultural 
contexts as we live out the gospel. We stand united in declaring our 
faith that God’s grace is available to all, that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Grateful for God’s forgiving 
love, in which we live and by which we are judged, and affirming 
our belief in the inestimable worth of each individual, we renew our 
commitment to become faithful witnesses to the gospel, not alone to 
the ends of earth, but also to the depths of our common life and 
work.

PREAMBLE
We, the people called United Methodists, affirm our faith in the 
living God, who created everything that is and called it good, and 
created human beings in God’s own image. We give thanks for Jesus
Christ, incarnation of God’s love and our Savior, who redeems and
heals our relationship with God. We trust in the movements of the 
Holy Spirit, transforming human lives and the whole creation. 
Further, we declare our faith that God’s grace is available to all and 
“nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future 
things, not powers or height or depth, or any other thing that is 
created” (Rom. 8:38–39). From the beginning, God called us into 
covenant, bound with God, with one another, and with God’s 
wonderfully diverse creation. God called us, further, to live lovingly 
in those relationships and to be stewards of God’s created world, to 
tend God’s garden. As we do our part in caring for creation, we 
allow all other parts of creation to fulfill their distinctive roles in the 
covenantal relationship with God (Gen. 2:7–15). According to Jesus’
commandment, we are to love one another: “Just as I have loved 
you, so you also must love each other. This is how everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, when you love each other” (John 
13:34–35). Created in God’s image to live in covenant with God and
the world, we honor the dignity of all beings and affirm the goodness
of life. Knowing that we are held in God’s grace, we are able to 
confess our sins. We have failed to love God with our whole hearts, 
souls, minds and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have participated in unjust and life-destroying social systems. 
We have not been faithful stewards of God’s creation, nor have we 
valued the role that every part of creation plays in the flourishing of 
God’s world. Further, we have not followed Jesus Christ in sharing 
God’s extravagant love and ministering with “the least of these” 
(Matt. 25:45) We have closed ourselves to God’s guiding Spirit in 
our daily interactions with the human family and the earth. We have 
fallen short, and yet God loves us still. We are grateful for God’s 
forgiving and sanctifying love, given to us and to all and drawing us 
toward perfect love. By God’s grace, we are called to be more 



Christ-like, and thus to be merciful, just and compassionate. 
Responding to that call, we seek to follow Jesus, who gave 
boundless love to all—the children, the outcast, the condemned and 
the confused. Jesus calls every generation to wholehearted 
discipleship: opening our hearts to the people we encounter daily; 
practicing compassion with our families and neighbors; honoring the
dignity and worth of all people near and far; recognizing the systems
that destroy human lives through poverty, war and exclusion; and 
advocating justice and care in our churches, communities and social 
structures. God calls us further to be stewards of creation, caring for 
the skies and waters, soil and plants, and all beings. We give thanks 
for God’s good gift of the Church Universal and for the Christian 
values embodied in the Wesleyan tradition and in The United 
Methodist Church. We recognize that the Body of Christ has many 
parts, and all are valuable. Thus, we respect differences within 
Christ’s Body, including differences in understanding and expressing
faith, in gifts and practices of ministry, and in life experiences, as 
shaped by ethnicities, cultures, communities, abilities, age, sexual 
orientation and gender. We affirm our belief in the inestimable worth
of each individual to whom God gives unique gifts. We renew our 
commitment to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel in our daily lives 
and work and to magnify our witness as the church. Differences are 
a precious gift and daunting challenge. They can stretch the 6 
church’s capacity to live and minister faithfully. Yet God calls our 
church to difficult discipleship, with Jesus as our guide and the Spirit
as our daily strength. With God’s help, we accept the challenge to 
follow the high calling “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God.” (Mic. 6:8, NRSV) John Wesley’s 
General Rules continue to inspire United Methodists to faithful 
practices that will do no harm, do good, and follow the ordinances of
God.1 We recognize the challenges before the church to engage with
honesty and compassion through deep listening, hard conversations 
and shared ministry, even when we do not agree on all matters. We 
acknowledge that the church is a living body gathered from the 
many and diverse parts of the human community. Thus, unanimity of
beliefs, opinion, and practice have never been characteristic of the 



church from the beginning. From its earliest times, as witnessed in 
the Gospels, Paul’s letters, the Acts of the Apostles, and other New 
Testament texts, diverse understandings and controversies on many 
matters have been the reality. Therefore, whenever significant 
differences of opinion occur among Christians, some of which 
continue to divide the church deeply today, faithful Christians need 
to face their disagreements and even their despair, and not cover 
differences with false claims of consensus or unanimity. On the 
contrary, the church needs to embrace conflicts with courage and 
perseverance as we seek together to discern God’s will. With that 
understanding and commitment, we pledge ourselves to 
acknowledge and to embrace with courage, trust, and hope those 
controversies that arise among us, accepting them as evidence that 
God is not yet finished in sculpting us to be God’s people. 
Recognizing that God is our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, we 
seek to center our lives and witness on God. We are confident that 
nothing can separate us from the grace of God, and that the social 
witness of the church is a testimony to that grace. With God’s help, 
we pledge to share ministry and honor everyone’s dignity, even 
when we disagree, to seek the mind of Christ, and to follow God’s 
will in all things



C) Marriage
We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in 
love, mutual support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity 
between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing rests 
upon such marriage, whether or not there are children of the union. 
We reject social norms that assume different standards for women 
than for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society that 
define marriage as the union of one man and one woman.

D. Marriage
Within the church, we affirm marriage as a sacred, lifelong covenant
that brings two people of faith into union with one another and into 
deeper relationship with God and the religious community.
While The United Methodist Church does not recognize marriage as 
a sacrament, we celebrate and cherish this union as an expression of 
the couple’s faith, grounded in their relationship with God and one 
another. Marriage thus reflects a continued willingness to grow 
together in Christ and a commitment to cultivate a covenantal bond 
that encompasses intimacy, grace and love. As members of the larger
society, we also affirm the importance of civil marriage, the legal 
recognition of domestic unions by the state. Such legal recognition is
vital for guaranteeing family stability and the orderly regulation of 
inheritances, and for providing assurance that spouses and children 
are afforded all the rights, benefits, and protections to which they are
entitled.



G) Human Sexuality
We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We call 
everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift. Although all 
persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual 
relations are affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage. We deplore all forms of the 
commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for strict 
global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of 
children and for adequate protection, guidance, and counseling for 
abused children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital 
status, or sexual orientation, are entitled to have their human and 
civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The Church
should support the family in providing age-appropriate education 
regarding sexuality to children, youth, and adults. We affirm that all 
persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God.
All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for 
human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional care of a 
fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with 
others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice 
incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is 
available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian 
community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ 
has loved and accepted us. We implore families and churches not to 
reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit 
ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.

C. Human Sexuality
We affirm human sexuality as a sacred gift and acknowledge that 
sexual intimacy contributes to fostering the emotional, spiritual, and 
physical well-being of individuals and to nurturing healthy sexual 
relationships that are grounded in love, care and respect. Human 
sexuality is a healthy and natural part of life that is expressed in 
wonderfully diverse ways from birth to death. It is shaped by a 
combination of nature and nurture: heredity and genetic factors on 
the one hand and childhood development and environment on the 
other. We further honor the diversity of choices and vocations in 
relation to sexuality such as celibacy, marriage and singleness. We 
support the rights of all people to exercise personal consent in sexual
relationships, to make decisions about their own bodies and be 
supported in those decisions, to receive comprehensive sexual 
education, to be free from sexual exploitation and violence, and to 
have access to adequate sexual health care.


